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I stay away from the shouters, such as Rush Limbaugh and Mark Levin. 
Sure, they’re right in their conclusions, most of the time, but the lack 
of nuanced thought annoys me. There are plenty of ways to get easily 
worked up today, without seeking out more that don’t offer a corre-
sponding benefit. Angelo Codevilla is not a shouter, but this is at least a 
half-shouter book, as shown by that Limbaugh wrote the Introduction. 
As is the case with most books of conservative woe, it has nothing of 
substance to offer about how to fix the problems it identifies. Still, it has 
one interesting insight, and one cautionary lesson. And I am here to offer 
the solution to the problem Codevilla talks about. It’s not even radical!

I chose this book to read as a follow-up to Richard Reeves’s Dream 
Hoarders. My review of that book discussed that an American aristoc-
racy has always existed, and is natural, but that our current aristocracy, 
roughly equivalent to the “upper middle class” on which Reeves focuses, 
is terrible, fulfilling none of the duties expected of a normal aristocracy 
yet doubling down on parasitism. I thought that Codevilla’s discussion 
of the Ruling Class might add additional insight, and I was not disap-
pointed, though the insight I found was not actually in the book itself.
The frame of this short book is the indisputable fact that the Ruling Class 
in America is a small minority, which has beliefs radically different from 
the “Country Class.” (Codevilla seems to use “Country” to mean “the 
rest of the country,” not “rural,” but it’s a bit of a confusing moniker, not 
helped by its echoes of Robert Walpole and early eighteenth-century 
English politics, which might be deliberate but are never mentioned.) 
The Ruling Class corresponds to what conservatives sometimes call 
the “clerisy,” the rotten crust of American society that holds power 
in government, the news and entertainment media, academia, and 
big companies, and dictates leftist values to the rest of us, using its 
stranglehold on all the levers of power. The specific elements that most 
exercise Codevilla are the Ruling Class’s attempts to destroy the family 
and remove the education of children from parents, the denigration of 
religious belief, and crony capitalism (including the TARP bailouts and 
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similar actions—this book was written in 2010, so those were fresh and 
ongoing), but it’s easy enough to create a much longer laundry list. The 
Country Class, by contrast, is defined more broadly, without an ideol-
ogy, but “may well be defined in terms of its lack of connection with 
government,” as well as, generally speaking, by views opposed to the 
combination of leftist ideology and statist corruption that character-
izes the Ruling Class.

Codevilla claims that the Country Class represents a “supermajor-
ity.” I am not so sure this is true, and if it is true, it is true at such a high 
level of generality as to be useless. That is, people answer surveys to 
the effect they are unhappy with the current party system and with 
the Ruling Class, but at the same time they gladly accept handouts of 
taxpayer money (including Social Security and Medicare, along with a 
vast range of other corruption, such as ethanol mandates), and squeal 
at the very idea that their handouts, which they earned, dammit!, might 
be cut. Such people may claim to be part of, and Codevilla may include 
them in, the Country Class, but they are part of the problem, not the 
solution, so my guess is that Codevilla’s supermajority doesn’t exist in 
any practical form when voting happens. Political virtue, to the extent 
that it requires any sacrifice at all, has not only left the building but is 
burning rubber for the county line.

That’s the sum of the book, ending with a section addressing solu-
tions. Those are just some meandering attempts to avoid the conclusion 
that there are no practical solutions. Codevilla implies that he realizes 
this. Basically, he mutters that we need a deus ex machina, which is true, 
but not very helpful. He is reduced to calling for the Country Class 

“mobilizing itself against [the Ruling Class] on a principled, moral basis—
understanding that the system of privileges is dishonest, and being will-
ing to dispense with whatever threads of it they hold.” Not only is that 
unlikely, given human nature and the decline in virtue, but the Ruling 
Class is happy to have the masses dispense with those threads—it will 
leave more juice for them and their clients, and although it removes a 
means of direct control if people are no longer accepting handouts, the 
Ruling Class doesn’t need it, since they hold all the cards, including the 
ability and will to ruin or imprison any member of the Country Class 
who gets too uppity or who shows signs of causing real problems.
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OK, so this book is not wrong, and it doesn’t shout as much as I feared, 
but it told me nothing that everyone paying attention doesn’t already 
know. But I promised both an insight and a lesson. The insight I had after 
reading this book is that our modern, post-World War II aristocracy is 
terrible most of all for a reason I failed to clearly identify in my review 
of Dream Hoarders—the reliance of the aristocracy on government. It, 
roughly the upper middle class, the “professional-management elite,” 
derives the vast majority of its income and its purpose from entangle-
ment with the government. It drains the public coffers for its benefit, 
then takes actions to replenish those coffers with money, ever more 
money, stolen at the point of a gun from those outside the aristocracy. 
They justify this, and their own rule, with an ideology of government 
supremacy and control that probably would, without further ado, cause 
any of the Founders to grab a pistol and shoot the speaker in the face. 
(Other, non-Western, aristocracies have always obtained money from 
forms of corruption and control of government, and a very small seg-
ment has done so intermittently in America since the nineteenth century, 
but the size and power of government in all such was vastly smaller 
than today’s government, and they did not derive their purpose from 
it.) While he does not offer this insight, Codevilla does motion at it 
when he says, in passing, of the Ruling Class that “their careers and 
fortunes depend on government.” Without the Cthulhu State, tentacled 
and malevolent, the Ruling Class could not subsist, since they add no 
value for anyone and the vast majority have never done an honest day’s 
work in their lives. Without it, they would have to get real jobs. That 
is to say, our aristocracy is a vampire—and there is only one thing to 
do with vampires.

And the cautionary lesson? That is something embedded in this book 
which the author could not have known. It is the fate of the Tea Party 
movement in Republican politics. This book was published at the height 
of the movement. While he does not predict victory for the Tea Party, 
one of Codevilla’s repeated points is that the Republican Party cannot 
continue as it is, because its leaders do not represent the Country Class, 
but rather are members of, or are subservient toadies to, the Ruling 
Class. The natural conclusion, and to Codevilla the necessary conclu-
sion, is that either the leadership or the party will be replaced, as with 
the Whigs in the 1850s. Whether that is true is not clear—as long as 
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no viable alternative is offered, Country Class voters will be forced to 
stick with the Republican Party, and as recently as three years ago that 
seemed like the fixed future. We would get crony capitalism, and Jeb 
Bush, and amnesty, and all the rest, whether we liked our castor oil or 
not. Donald Trump, of course, has changed things, though with what 
degree of permanence and with what long-term effect is totally opaque. 
Not that Trump is ideal for the purpose of reworking the party system, 
but we do not choose the form of our Destructor.

My point is that the Tea Party movement, a dire threat to both the 
Ruling Class and the Republican leadership, was efficiently and effec-
tively destroyed, in less than three years. It was a distributed move-
ment, with no leading group, much less one leading person. This was 
a strength, in that it was a real grassroots movement, but it was also 
a weakness, in that it made it easy to isolate the members and destroy 
their cohesion. We are told the internet makes it easy to form new 
groups, which is true (although the Lords of Tech now know this, and 
actively try to hamper conservatives in such efforts), but when you 
are organized over the internet, it is also easier to feel alone. Knowing 
this, the Tea Party’s Ruling Class opponents combined two extremely 
powerful weapons—ridicule by the powerful (mostly using obscene 
slang in the mainstream press and entertainment media) combined with 
simple lying. For example, they managed to embed the idea in non-leftist 
voters that the Tea Party had a racist element. That such accusations of 
racism were complete, unalloyed lies, yet were easily and successfully 
spread, merely encouraged the Ruling Class. Nowhere was this more 
in evidence than in the famous example of several Congressmen claim-
ing that they were subjected to racial epithets while walking through a 
Tea Party rally, a claim disproved by video, to which the Congressmen 
responded by shrieking louder that it was true, because they said so.

The media acted as the Ruling Class’s Ministry of Truth, defending 
the lies made by other members of the Ruling Class and adding other 
lies, such as claiming that the Tea Party was an astroturf effort. They 
then threw up a cloud of confusion to enable exposed liars to slink away, 
and ensured that the least verbal misstep by any Tea Party-affiliated 
candidate for election was trumpeted around the clock and nationwide 
(while, as always, hiding any such misstep by leftist candidates). And, 
we now know, Obama’s government engaged in wide-ranging and 
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criminal actions to directly suppress the Tea Party, most notably (as 
far as we know, since by definition the Ruling Class can control most 
information flow) through the Internal Revenue Service hobbling their 
activities, including by illegally demanding donor lists so they could 
harass other involved citizens (a tactic brought to its logical conclu-
sion in Wisconsin with armed nighttime SWAT raids on conservative 
donors). Rather than being jailed for decades, as they should be, the 
IRS staff involved were promoted, and have never been punished in 
any way, although a kabuki dance of pretend outrage was conducted by 
Republicans in Congress, and by Trump as well. Such effective attacks, 
combined with the fragmentation inherent to all leaderless groups, 
quickly destroyed the Tea Party.

(As a side note, such attacks might not have destroyed a leftist group 
in the exact same position. The Tea Party did not offer a transcendent 
ideology as the Left always offers its acolytes, which makes it harder to 
survive attacks. For the most part, conservatives just want to live their 
lives, not obtain meaning from politics, one reason that leftists always 
pursue their enemies in a way foreign to conservatives—you only have 
to look at how Communists were never punished for their heinous 
crimes after the fall of Communism, but any authoritarian rightist 
government that falls has its members, none of whom committed any 
crime equivalent to Communism’s, pursued to the ends of the earth.)

So there are the insight and the lesson. But I have a solution to the 
problem of the Ruling Class. What is the goal of any such solution? To 
erode their power. We now realize that their power and importance 
revolves around, and grows in sympathetic symbiosis with, the govern-
ment. We have seen we can’t vote them out of power or cut government 
as such. But what if we simply made it less appealing to be involved 
with government, changing nothing else?

As I suggested in my review of What Washington Gets Wrong, rustica-
tion is the answer. In brief, no element of the federal government other 
than the President and a core staff, Congress and a skeleton staff, and 
the Supreme Court, should be allowed to have its headquarters located, 
or more than two percent of its staff and contractors combined, live or 
work within three hundred miles of Washington, New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, or Los Angeles. Instead, each element of government 
should be scattered in numerous small satellite offices randomly and 
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evenly geographically distributed around the country, including Alaska 
and Guam, with only a small percentage in any metropolitan area with 
more than, say, 250,000 people, and the majority in metropolitan areas 
of less than 50,000 people. Office space should be mostly “C” grade, 
with a fraction of “B” grade. Any existing office buildings owned by the 
government should be sold immediately. In these days of electronic 
communication, there is no downside to efficiency as a result—in fact, 
efficiency should go up, as the Ruling Class is able to focus on work, not 
on the distractions that the Capitol of Panem offers. They will actually 
get a raise, because their pay will be worth more in places with a lower 
cost of living. Much more could be developed along these lines, such 
as placing similar restrictions on lobbyists and businesses that receive 
government dollars; placing a ten- or fifteen-year absolute bar on being 
employed, directly or indirectly, in any capacity with government, after 
leaving government employ; and making it a condition of employment 
that all children of the government employee attend public schools. But 
you get the idea—the Ruling Class will have less reason to be involved 
with government, and they will start to get real jobs.

In the current environment (which I expect to change, but that is 
another discussion), this is much less of a pipe dream than would be, say, 
a reactionary reworking of the entire government. In fact, you might 
be able to get a new political party formed behind this program. Most 
people would regard this as a common sense reform, and a legitimate 
and long overdue reaction to overweening government dominance. 
Critically, they would not see it as a threat to their own turn at the trough. 
Certainly, the Ruling Class, that is to say, millions of those whose only 
role and purpose in their careers and lives comes from leeching off 
the taxpayers, would howl. That would include the leaders of both the 
Democrats and Republicans. They wouldn’t have any good arguments, 
though. Nobody is getting hurt in the least. Nobody would even lose his 
job. Members of the Ruling Class who didn’t want to move could simply 
find private sector jobs, anywhere they wanted. Government spending, 
as far as delivery of services, would not decline at all. The poorer areas 
of the country would benefit as federal dollars were spent on them. No 
longer would counties contiguous to Washington, D.C. constitute seven 
of the top ten richest counties in America—they would quickly become 
among the poorest, which would be all to the good, especially since we 
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could skip repairing the Metro. Perhaps the best way to accomplish this 
would be a constitutional amendment, to ensure no future backslid-
ing, and I think that with the right leadership this might be possible, 
though maybe only through the Article V convention method. And 
once underway, this program would build on itself, since as the Ruling 
Class’s power eroded, it would become easier to erode further.

This wouldn’t restore virtue to America. Codevilla motions at the 
heart of the matter when he says, in passing, “resistance to that rule 
[of the Ruling Class] . . . must deal with secularism’s intellectual and 
moral core. This lies beyond the boundaries of politics, as the term is 
commonly understood.” True enough, but we can get the party started, 
and with a little bit of luck, it’ll turn into the kind of party that improves 
the nation as a whole.


	Age of Fracture
	(Daniel T. Rodgers)
	Stasiland: Stories from behind the Berlin Wall
	(Anna Funder)
	The Reckless Mind: Intellectuals in Politics
	(Mark Lilla)
	Reflections on the Revolution In Europe: Immigration, Islam, and the West
	(Christopher Caldwell)
	The Betrayal of American Prosperity: Free Market Delusions, America’s Decline, and How We Must Compete in the Post-Dollar Era
	(Clyde Prestowitz)
	The Collapse of Complex Societies
	(Joseph A. Tainter)
	The Square and the Tower: Networks and Power, from the Freemasons to Facebook
	(Niall Ferguson)
	The Middle Ages
	(Johannes Fried)
	The Geography of Thought: How Asians and Westerners Think Differently . . . and Why
	(Richard E. Nisbett)
	The Wizard and the Prophet: Two Remarkable Scientists and Their Dueling Visions to Shape Tomorrow’s World
	(Charles C. Mann)
	The First Thousand Years: A Global History of Christianity
	(Robert Louis Wilken)
	The Rise of Theodore Roosevelt
	(Edmund Morris)
	Enlightenment Now: The Case for Reason, Science, Humanism, and Progress
	(Steven Pinker)
	Lenin: The Man, the Dictator, and the Master of Terror
	(Victor Sebestyen)
	The Judiciary’s Class War
	(Glenn Harlan Reynolds)
	Windfall: How the New Energy Abundance Upends Global Politics and Strengthens America’s Power
	(Meghan O’Sullivan)
	God Is Not Nice: Rejecting Pop Culture Theology and Discovering the God Worth Living For
	(Ulrich L. Lehner)
	Can It Happen Here? Authoritarianism in America
	(Cass Sunstein, ed.)
	How to Die: An Ancient Guide to the End of Life
	(Seneca and James S. Romm)
	Republics Ancient & Modern, Vol. 2: New Modes & Orders in Early Modern Political Thought
	(Paul Rahe)
	12 Rules for Life: An Antidote to Chaos
	(Jordan B. Peterson)
	The Revolt of the Masses
	(José Ortega y Gasset)
	Infantry Platoon And Squad ATP 3-21.8
	(United States Army)
	The Revenge of Analog: Real Things and Why They Matter
	(David Sax)
	To Change the Church: Pope Francis and the Future of Catholicism
	(Ross Douthat)
	American Cicero: The Life of Charles Carroll
	(Bradley J. Birzer)
	Shop Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the Value of Work
	(Matthew B. Crawford)
	The Arms of Krupp 1587–1968
	(William Manchester)
	Straight Talk on Trade: Ideas for a Sane World Economy
	(Dani Rodrik)
	Suicide of the West: How the Rebirth of Tribalism, Populism, Nationalism, and Identity Politics is Destroying American Democracy
	(Jonah Goldberg)
	All on Fire: William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolition of Slavery
	(Henry Mayer)
	The Power of the Powerless
	(Václav Havel)
	Koh-i-Noor: The History of the World’s Most Infamous Diamond
	(William Dalrymple and Anita Anand)
	The Great Revolt: Inside the Populist Coalition Reshaping American Politics
	(Salena Zito and Brad Todd)
	Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a Silicon Valley Startup
	(John Carreyrou)
	The Unintended Reformation: How a Religious Revolution Secularized Society
	(Brad S. Gregory)
	The Experience of God: Being, Consciousness, Bliss
	(David Bentley Hart)
	Dream Hoarders: How the American Upper Middle Class Is Leaving Everyone Else in the Dust, Why That Is a Problem, and What to Do About It
	(Richard V. Reeves)
	The Ruling Class: How They Corrupted America and What We Can Do About It
	(Angelo M. Codevilla)
	On the “Dark Enlightenment,” and of Curtis Yarvin / Mencius Moldbug
	The Fiery Angel: Art, Culture, Sex, Politics, and the Struggle for the Soul of the West
	(Michael Walsh)
	The Pastel City\
	(M. John Harrison)
	Twelve Who Ruled: The Year of Terror in the French Revolution
	(R. R. Palmer)
	The Mountain of Silence: A Search for Orthodox Spirituality
	(Kyriacos C. Markides)
	On Me
	Right-Wing Critics of American Conservatism
	(George Hawley)
	The Storm Before the Storm: The Beginning of the End of the Roman Republic
	(Mike Duncan)
	On Equality and Liberty as Ultimate Ends
	Win Bigly: Persuasion in a World Where Facts Don’t Matter
	(Scott Adams)
	From Plato To NATO: The Idea of the West and Its Opponents
	(David Gress)
	The 2020 Commission Report on the North Korean Nuclear Attacks Against the United States
	(Jeffrey Lewis)
	The Orthodox Church: An Introduction to Eastern Christianity
	(Timothy Ware)
	The Garments of Court and Palace: Machiavelli and the World That He Made
	(Philip Bobbitt)
	Coup d’État: A Practical Handbook
	(Edward Luttwak)
	How Democracy Ends
	(David Runciman)
	Napoleon: A Life
	(Andrew Roberts)
	Reason and Revelation in the Middle Ages
	(Etienne Gilson)
	Archeofuturism: European Visions of the Post-Catastrophic Age
	(Guillaume Faye)
	On Revolution
	(Hannah Arendt)
	On Preemptive Apologies by Conservatives
	The Russian Revolution: A New History
	(Sean McMeekin)
	How Democracies Die
	(Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt)
	The Saboteur: The Aristocrat Who Became France’s Most Daring Anti-Nazi Commando
	(Paul Kix)
	Life at the Bottom: The Worldview That Makes the Underclass
	(Theodore Dalrymple)
	Militant Normals: How Regular Americans Are Rebelling Against the Elite to Reclaim Our Democracy
	(Kurt Schlichter)
	How to Change Your Mind: What the New Science of Psychedelics Teaches Us. . . .
	(Michael Pollan)
	The Forest Passage
	(Ernst Jünger)
	The White King: Charles I, Traitor, Murderer, Martyr
	(Leanda de Lisle)
	Ship of Fools: How a Selfish Ruling Class Is Bringing America to the Brink of Revolution
	(Tucker Carlson)
	Plutocrats: The Rise of the New Global Super-Rich and the Fall of Everyone Else
	(Chrystia Freeland)
	Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland
	(Christopher R. Browning)
	On the Subjective Mental State of Liberals
	On Conservative Bubbles and the Supreme Court
	The Enemy: An Intellectual Portrait of Carl Schmitt
	(Gopal Balakrishnan)
	Pale Rider: The Spanish Flu of 1918 and How It Changed the World
	(Laura Spinney)
	The Curse of Bigness: Antitrust in the New Gilded Age
	(Tim Wu)
	Gun Control in Nazi Occupied-France: Tyranny and Resistance
	(Stephen P. Halbrook)
	The Republican Workers Party: How the Trump Victory Drove Everyone Crazy, and Why It Was Just What We Needed
	(F. H. Buckley)
	Three New Deals: Reflections on Roosevelt’s America, Mussolini’s Italy, and Hitler’s Germany, 1933–1939
	(Wolfgang Schivelbusch)
	Against the Modern World: Traditionalism and the Secret Intellectual History of the Twentieth Century
	(Mark Sedgwick)
	Stubborn Attachments: A Vision for a Society of Free, Prosperous, and Responsible Individuals
	(Tyler Cowen)
	Building the Benedict Option: A Guide to Gathering Two or Three Together in His Name
	(Leah Libresco)
	Before Church and State: A Study of Social Order in the Sacramental Kingdom of St. Louis IX
	(Andrew Willard Jones)
	The Once and Future Worker: A Vision for the Renewal of Work in America
	(Oren Cass)
	Trotsky: A Biography
	(Robert Service)
	Works Discussed
	Index
	About The Author

